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Phrygians and other Aryan tribes of Asia Minor are also
described as lightly armed, with sword, spear, and javelins,
in 480 b.c. (Hdt., vii, 72-3).
(Rome, it may be noticed by the way, reversed this develop-
ment ; in the earliest stage of her history of which we hear,
about the beginning of the fifth century, her army is a phalanx
of infantry, the richer citizens being expected to provide
themselves with the full Greek panoply and fight in the
front ranks.1 Some ivories found in Central Italy, and
Etruscan art uniformly, show the " hoplite " armament ;
which, in view of the eastern antecedents of the Etruscans,
from whom Rome will have adopted this armament, is not
surprising. The Roman legionary of the Punic wars, however,
with his flexible laminated " lobster " body armour and his
helmet crowned with a circlet of feathers "32 has achieved an
astonishing resemblance to a still earlier type of warrior
—the Philistine sea-raiders who threatened Egypt about
1200 b.c. Whether it is pure coincidence we cannot tell,
but as the sacred ceremonial ancilia, " the shield that fell
from heaven " and its mates, also preserve an old Aegean
shape (the " figure 8 "), one is inclined to suspect a connection
that we cannot explain.
Meanwhile the legionary had also been equipped with
javelins once more, adopted probably from the Samnites,
a thoroughly European people who had not come under
eastern influence ; the thrusting spear finally drops out of
use; and with their large, light but serviceable, wooden
shield,3 and their improved and specialized sword, pilum,
and body-armour, the legions at last prove inferior indeed
in frontal attack but vastly superior in the changes and chances
of battle to the Macedonian phalanx, the logical final develop-
ment of the Greek hoplite.)
One detail of armament forms a perhaps unnoticed link
between Etruria and Asia Minor. The warrior in Greek
panoply on a sixth century terra-cotta akroterion from the
" Fallen Rocks " temple at Falerii 4 is fighting with a short,
1 Livy viii, 8.         fl Polyb. vi, 23.         3 See description in Polyb. vi, 22.
4 Villa Giulia Museum, Rome j della Seta, Italia Antica, fig. 220.

